	


	

	 

	



	

	

	

	Welcome to the latest CASPAR alert from the NSPCC Information Service. Contact our free Information Service who can respond to your requests for information about child protection and safeguarding.
 

Government
 

The Government has set out measures to protect children from commercialisation and sexualisation in society. Measures announced include: consultation on age ratings of music DVDs; clear warnings on explicit videos shown online; and new system of age classification and labelling for videogames to start in July. 
Source: Department for Education press release 09 May 2012
Further information: 
   BBC Online 09 May 2012
   The Queen's Speech 

 

The government has set out how it plans provide better support for families in England in the planned Children and Families Bill. Proposals include: imposing a six month time limit on care cases; reducing adoption delays; flexible parental leave for new parents; reform of support for children with special educational needs; and strengthening the law to ensure children have a relationship with both parents following separation. 
Source: Department for Education press release 09 May 2012
Further information: 
   Children & Young People Now 09 May 2012
   The Queen's Speech 

 

Legal
 

Nine men from Rochdale and Oldham who ran a child sexual exploitation ring in Manchester have been sentenced to between four and 19 years in prison. Following the convictions, Michael Gove has asked the Office of the Children's Commissioner to accelerate their inquiry into child sexual exploitation and publish an early report in one month, including recommendations on how to safeguard children in care homes. 
Source: Children & Young People Now 10 May 2012
Further information: 
   BBC Online 09 May 2012
 

New Articles
 

The Scottish Government has announced a new Children and Young People Bill which will be introduced next year. It will bring together and enhance earlier plans for separate legislation on children's services and rights to support children and families in Scotland. Includes: increasing free early learning and childcare from 475 hours a year to 600. 
Source: Scottish Government 11 May 2012
 

Community Care report on adoption scorecards, published for the first time on 11 May 2012. The scorecards show that nearly half of local authorities failed to meet government targets, but have been criticised for not providing a sound basis for comparison by the Local Government Association, Association of Directors of Children's Services and the Society of Local Authority Chief Executives.
Source: Community Care 11 May 2012
Further information: 
   Department for Education 09 May 2012
 

Children and Young People Now report a YouGov poll, commissioned by the NSPCC, of women with babies aged under one. Findings include: 57 per cent of new mums felt isolated with no-one to turn to; and 39 per cent admitted ‘getting angry’ with their baby.
Source: Children & Young People Now 11 May 2012
Further information: 
   NurseryWorld 11 May 2012
   NSPCC Inform: children under one topic page 

 

Children and Young People Now report on statistics released in parliament which show that more than 1800 extra days in custody have been handed out at Ashfield Young Offenders Institution in Bristol over a period of two years, with young people from black minority groups more likely to be reprimanded. They also report that the Howard League for Penal Reform has subsequently launched emergency judicial review proceedings to challenge this. 
Source: Children & Young People Now 09 May 2012
Further information: 
   Children & Young People Now 03 May 2012
 

Community Care has put together some resources on engaging fathers. Includes tips for social workers, case studies, and tips for managers.
Source: Community Care May 2012 

 

New Publications
 

Cafcass received 10,218 new care applications between April 2011 and April 2012, 11% higher than the same period last financial year. There were 748 care applications in England in April 2012.
Source: Cafcass press release 09 May 2012
Further information: 
   Cafcass care demand: latest figures for April 2012 

 

The Scottish Government has published a progress report on its commitment to promoting children's rights, set out in its 2009 response to the 2008 concluding observations of the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child. 
Source: Scottish Government 11 May 2012
Further information: 
   Do the Right Thing - a progress report on the Scottish Government's response to the 2008 concluding observations from the UN Committee on the Rights of the Child 

 

Safe Horizon has published a report on the Child and Family Traumatic Stress Intervention (CFTSI), an evidence based intervention for traumatised children which they have been jointly implementing with the Childhood Violent Trauma Center at Yale Child Study Center. CFTSI aims to strengthen families and reduce early post-traumatic stress (PTSD) symptoms. A randomised control trial showed that children who received CFTSI were 65% less likely to show full PTSD at three month follow up. 
Source: Safe Horizon 10 May 2012
Further information: 
   Offering hope for abused children 

 

Other Organisations
 

Community Care will be hosting an online practice dilemmas debate between 7-8pm on Monday 14 May 2012. The discussion will focus on child protection concerns over photographs on social networking sites. 
Source: Community Care Children's Services Blog 

 

Conferences
 

As part of Foster Care Fortnight, the Fostering Network has stated that a child comes into care and needs a foster family every 22 minutes. Foster Care Fortnight is an annual campaign, and will run from 14-27 May 2012.
Source: Children & Young People Now 08 May 2012
Further information: 
   Foster Network - press release 07 May 2012
   Foster Care Fortnight 

 

We encourage the distribution of this information for non-commercial purposes. Please acknowledge the NSPCC Information Service's CASPAR email as the source.

Please forward this email to colleagues you think might benefit from CASPAR. Remember, CASPAR is also a searchable database. 

You can amend your profile or sign up for email alerts on NSPCC Inform

If you do not wish to receive these emails anymore, please contact us.

If you need physical access to the latest published research on child welfare, child protection and related subjects, make an appointment today to visit the NSPCC's library, the UK's leading specialist collection of resources in this field. 

To find out more contact us on 020 7825 2775 or info@nspcc.org.uk
 



	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	

	


