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Children and Young People Who Harm Others
Harm perpetrated by children and young people has received sustained media and public attention over the past two decades, primarily driven by abhorrent, although isolated, cases of extreme violence and abuse.  This has not however been accompanied by a balanced debate regarding how best to respond to the needs of children and young people who harm others.   

Prevalence research indicates that young people are more likely to experience violence or abuse from another child or young person than from an adult.  However, it is questionable whether a child welfare system, primarily concerned with responding to the familial maltreatment of younger children can adequately respond to this form of abuse. Although some aspects of children’s use of intimidation and violence has received sustained attention – particularly bullying within educational settings and to a lesser degree aspects of sexually harmful behaviour – major gaps in our understanding still prevail.  Recent studies have identified previously under-recognised forms of harm instigated by children and young people – violence within young people’s intimate relationships and abuse through the use of new technologies.  How best to respond to these forms of peer violence is unclear.  
The links between different risk factors including family violence; community violence; poverty; peer influence; and gender remain under-theorised, as does the association between different forms of harm perpetrated by children and young people. The aim of this special issue is to contribute to advancing our understanding in this area.  
Papers are invited that examine any aspect of research, theory or practice relating to children and young people who harm others. Contributions are encouraged from a range of settings - social care, education, youth justice and health and from non-statutory sectors. Both national and international contributions are welcome.  If you would like to discuss a possible contribution, please contact the editor for this special issue: Christine Barter at Christine.Barter@bristol.ac.uk   
Abstracts are required and should be submitted to julia.walsh@southwarkpct.nhs.uk
 by end of March 2012
Submissions can be made at http://mc.manuscriptcentral.com/car where authors can upload the manuscript and any other material they would like to communicate to the editor.  Author Guidelines can be found at http://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/journal/10.1002/(ISSN)1099-0852/homepage/ForAuthors.html  

If you do not have internet access or cannot submit online please contact the Editorial Office, by telephone, +44 (0)207 525 0012 or by e-mail:  julia.walsh@southwarkpct.nhs.uk 
The closing date for submissions is 3rd September 2012
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