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Good evening, and a very warm welcome to The British Association for the Study and Prevention of Child Abuse and Neglect’s 30th Annual General Meeting.   I would like to begin my report for the year by extending thanks to the London Branch, and especially the Chair, Monica King, for their hospitality in allowing us to host this AGM alongside their evening Seminar, here in the South Bank’s Keyworth Centre.  Many of us will be looking forward to joining the Branch after this meeting and hearing from two excellent speakers; Professor David Shemmings, from the University of Kent, and Jackie Harrop, from C4EO.   
Over the past year, the Association has continued to work hard to promote its charitable objectives through a range of multi-professional activity.  As we celebrate 30 years of success, it is notable that the work that we have undertaken is very much with an eye to continued sustainability and growth into the future, but always with a view to ensuring excellence in safeguarding and child protection practice in the four countries of the United Kingdom.   
This year the Association’s National Executive, Conference and Management Committees have held business meetings in Birmingham, York and Edinburgh.  We have responded to key consultations; notably Munro and the draft General Medical Council child protection guidance for doctors: the latter being very ably led by our Vice-Chair David Spicer.  BASPCAN are committed to developing productive relationships with partners into the future - I am delighted that Jonathan Picken, a past Chair, now our Partnerships Officer is with us tonight and continues to use his network to build productive relationships for the Association. 

Committee Members give generously of their time and expertise in traveling and contributing to these meetings; often on top of exhausting and ever more complex ‘day jobs’.  Without this commitment, which for some dates back to the early days of the Association, we would not be here today.  
Key areas of BASPCAN activities are our Conferences, Triennial Congress, Journal and Research Awards, and I will now say a little about each of these.
Conferences
Supported by the Conference Committee, now ably led by Judy Bizley, BASPCAN held a number of successful conferences throughout the year, many as joint events with other renowned organizations.  The programme this year had a fantastic start when we were honoured to have Professor David Finkelhor from the University of New Hampshire, US as a Keynote Speaker in March at our London conference, entitled ‘Vulnerable Children- recognition and protection’. 
In April, BASPCAN joined with NOTA and the University of Huddersfield to hold a conference to take forward the work of the late Tony Morrison, who died last year, in a tragic accident.  Tony was a leading figure in social care and especially well-known for his work on developing excellence in supervision.  The conference was aimed specifically at practitioners working directly with children and families and the whole day was a fitting tribute and celebration of Tony's work.
In May, at an event in Newport, Wales, Professor Shemmings, one of our speakers this evening, facilitated a conference entitled Disorganised Attachment and Child Protection.  This excellent day was repeated in October, in Bournemouth.  We are delighted that not only will we hear from David later, but also that another full day's event is to be held in July 2012, in York. 

In June, BASPCAN held a very successful joint event co-hosted by The Centre for Child and Youth Research, Brunel University led by Professor Judith Harwin. The day, entitled Care Proceedings: Understanding and Developing Practice, drew a large number of delegates. 

In July we were able to repeat a conference entitled ‘Working with Vulnerable Teenagers: Addressing Substance Misuse, Self Harm and Suicide’ in Bath following on from the success of the previous event held in Wrexham.
Two more co-hosted events have been held this year; in September BASPCAN joined with Research in Practice, to hold a full day event at Warwick University.  There were two keynotes, given by Professor Jane Barlow and Professor Stephen Scott, numerous workshops and panel discussions; it was evaluated as a very successful day.   
Last month we partnered with ‘Making Research Count’ (part of York University).  The conference, which attracted excellent speakers, discussed the implications of the Munro Review and I am pleased to report that we have we have recently received some very positive feedback about the event.  

Branches also held their own local conferences and events. These included West Midlands Branch evening seminars – ‘Rethinking Safeguarding’ (February 2011) ‘Safeguarding Trafficked and Asylum-Seeking Children’ (May 2011); ‘The Future of Safeguarding- Recent Research Findings’ (the Branch AGM seminar held September 2011) and  ‘Resistant Parents: Research Evidence and Pointers for Practice’ (November 2011).  
The Scottish Branch also held their annual conference and AGM at The University of West of Scotland in June 2011-‘Protecting Scotland’s Children-protecting Scotland’s’ Future'. 
The All Wales branch continued a series of successful evening seminars in the South Wales area with prominent keynotes at each event. These were held in July, September and earlier today!
Most branch events are free to all, free to members, or at a nominal cost.
BASPCAN Officers, Trustees and staff have also been involved in a number of other events and activities.  This includes the support offered to a 4LSCB South Wales event, with 180 invited delegates. David Spicer and Jonathan Picken were keynote speakers at this event. 
Congress

Four BASPCAN committee members, myself included, attended the ISPCAN Congress in Tampere, Finland in September 2011.   This gave us an opportunity to build on the existing partnership with ISPCAN, and seek renewed opportunities to promote best child protection practice in Europe.  We were also able to promote the forthcoming 8th BASPCAN Congress to be held at Queen's University in Belfast next April.  I am delighted to be able to use the opportunity that this AGM gives to provide a very positive picture of progress towards this event. 
The Congress has attracted interest from across the globe; both in terms of speakers and delegates.  The call for Abstracts, which  closed in September, had a record number of papers submitted, 350 in total and all of a high calibre. John Devany, Congress Convener, together with the Congress and Scientific Committees are working tirelessly to ensure that we have an excellent programme of presentations; from Keynote to Posters, and, of course, a good social programme too.  The closing date for the Earlybird bookings is the end of this month, and if you are not already booked, may I recommend that you do so as soon as possible to take advantage of the reduced rate.   Details of confirmed Key Notes speakers have been widely circulated to our membership and beyond.  I perhaps should also add that plans are afoot for Congress 2015 - watch this space!
Child Abuse Review

Jane Appleton, one of Child Abuse Review's co-editors, will shortly present her report.  I do not want to steal her thunder, but just to say that we were overjoyed to hear very positive news this year in relation to the Award of an Impact Factor for the Journal.  All of us who read the journal continue to be impressed by the quality and diversity of issues covered.  We have also been delighted to welcome Dr Peter Sidebotham to the Journal as a new co-editor replacing Professor Nicky Stanley, whose term of office ended in June this year.  I would like to thank the Co-Editors of the Journal, and Alison Gridley our Wiley-Blackwell Publishing Editor who have made the Impact Factor possible. I would also like to thank the members of the Journal's Editorial Board for their continued support and Julia Walsh, the Editorial Manager, for her in work co-ordinating the submissions for Child Abuse Review publication and liaison with the Board members. 
Research Awards

2011 saw the sixth year of BASPCAN’s Research Grant awards. A total of 19 applications were received and after extensive deliberation by the Research Awards Panel, two awards were made:

· Helen Hunter and Professor Julie Taylor- ‘Children who go Missing from care: A Participatory project with young people as peer interviewers’.

· Zee Khan and Anna Gupta – ‘Child Protection Responses to Forced Marriage’.

I am grateful to the other members of the panel: Jean Price, John Devaney, Jane Appleton and Gill Probert, who assisted me in this process.  In addition to these Annual Awards, BASPCAN are supporting a project that is looking at the parental involvement in Serious Case Reviews.  Earlier today, the first of a series of consultation events with key stakeholders was held at the House of Lords.  More details of this research, and its output, which will be of interest to us all, will be shared at Congress next April.
Finally, it is for me to report that the Association’s current financial details and relevant notes are contained within pages 14-21 of the Report and Financial Statements for the Year Ended 31 December 2010, which has been compiled by JWP Creers Chartered Accountants.  The Association’s bankers – Royal Bank of Scotland - are detailed on page 2 of the full Report.  A copy of the report is available from the National Office, and details of the Incoming and Expended Resources are copied for you today.   I would like to acknowledge the work of our Treasurer, George Livingstone, and National Office Manager, Judy Sanderson, in compiling this information in order for the audit to be completed.   We need to ensure that we continue to be prudent in our financial affairs; and that we remain solvent.  Early next year we will debate the findings of a report, commissioned for BASPCAN, to provide advice on future direction and sustainability.  More details of this report, and the implications of any changes in the way we do business, will be shared with members in the coming months.
This is an abridged version of my full Annual Report, necessary because of time constraints this evening.  Further details of all BASPCAN activities are available on our website, through the National Office and are published in the Annual Report and Audited Financial Statements submitted to the Charity Commission.  They also available on the Charity Commission website.
I continue to be grateful to all those involved in the support of the Association’s business and, of course, to the National Office staff Judy Sanderson and Maureen Gordon.  We continue to have Jackie Jackets as casual admin help and are pleased to welcome Katie Harmson as temporary admin assistant. 
At a time when the major impact of global recession is reflected in the daily lived experiences of children, young people and their families, the work of BASPCAN, its members and supporters, continues to be of the utmost importance.  We have had a good year.  But will we be here in 30 years time, celebrating a Diamond Jubilee?  With a continuing need to find solutions to tackle the fiscal and human cost of child abuse and neglect - I would like to think that we will be.  In the meantime, the Association, its members and partners must strive to continue to offer the opportunities for practice development, learning and academic debate that can move us closer to a world without the appalling and needless suffering that continues to be the reality for far too many children today.
Thank you.
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