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Public Health Approaches to Safeguarding Children

Safeguarding, protecting and promoting the wellbeing of children and public health are key elements of contemporary discourse in children’s services, yet there are confusions and overlaps in how both these concepts are defined and understood. This creates conflicts and difficulties for policy makers, researchers, educators and practitioners.   A common understanding of public health focuses on epidemiology and incidence of disease.  However, public health also encompasses identification, early intervention and prevention whilst drawing attention to the wider context of health and social inequalities. With this broader understanding in mind, it is easy to recognise how safeguarding and promoting the wellbeing of children, including protecting children from abuse, is a public health issue.

Contemporary policy reforms have influenced approaches to child harm to embrace a much wider remit including a focus upon identification, early intervention and prevention. Such developments have not been without criticism, reflecting longstanding concerns both within the safeguarding/child protection field about the extent of state intervention in the lives of children, young people and their families and about the regulatory aspects of public health. Thus, the establishment of public health approaches to safeguarding children and the prevention of child maltreatment has the potential to further emphasise these issues.

Understanding safeguarding children as a public health issue has relevance in the global and international context.  However, the socially constructed nature of both these concepts yields different priorities. Whatever those differences are, it is important that safeguarding children, child protection and the prevention of child maltreatment is included within the public health discourse. Within both fields of expertise is a drive to ensure that the voices of families and children are heard and their participation recognised as being essential to policy development.

We are inviting research papers that examine the challenges and opportunities in adopting public health approaches to safeguarding, protecting and promoting the wellbeing of children including the prevention of child maltreatment.  Papers that address the global and international context will be of particular interest.  Analysis and evaluation of policy and practice initiatives are also sought as are papers that address the views and experiences of children and young people, particularly around early intervention.

We welcome examples of research, policy and practice from a range of settings – health, social care, education, youth and criminal justice and from the non-statutory sector.

If you would like to discuss a possible contribution, please contact one of the editors for this special issue: Sue Smith or Sue Peckover at julia.walsh@southwarkpct.nhs.uk
Papers will be subject to Child Abuse Review’s normal peer review procedures. Instructions for authors can be found on the inside back cover of the journal and at the website http://www3.interscience.wiley.com/journal/5060/home/ForAuthors.html and should be submitted to Julia Walsh, Editorial Manager, Child Abuse Review, NHS Southwark, Governance, PO Box 64529, Hub 1, First Floor, 160 Tooley Street, London SE1 5LX, UK on disk or by email to julia.walsh@southwarkpct.nhs.uk by 6 September 2010.
