Thanks

Without the support, energy and the limitless spirit of goodwill of the Association’s officers, committee members and staff it would not have been possible to ensure that this 7th National Congress has been as accessible as previous events.

For delegates attending Congress it is three action packed days within their busy working schedules but for those behind the scenes it has not been just weeks or months but literally years in the planning. We started our planning as soon as the joint 2006 Congress with ISPCAN had finished and now we are actively considering the venue for our next Congress in 2012!
We extend our thanks to all those involved in this year’s event and especially to those members of the Congress Committee, Scientific Committee and the Association’s National Executive Committee who have supported its development.  Many of the members of these committees are employed by agencies which in a variety of ways have support their involvement with the Association and directly in assisting with Congress 2009. As a result the Association extends its thanks to all PCTs and other agencies who have released staff to work on Congress, with
particular thanks to Worcestershire County Council, Resolutions Child Protection Consultancy, Allanfearn Consultancy and Conferencing Ltd,  National Public Health Service for  Wales and Southampton PCT. 
Thanks are also gratefully extended to all our speakers for the time and commitment they have given to allow BASPCAN to offer such a diverse academic content at our Congress.  

BASPCAN does not have the benefit of a full time Congress organiser, so I need to particularly thank the Association’s National Office staff - Judy Sanderson,  National Office Manager and Maureen Gordon, Administrative Officer, who have in turn been supported by part time helpers Jacqui Jackets and Emily Puddephatt.  The office staff have worked alongside Lorna Bell and Sally Stokes and all have strived tirelessly and conscientiously to ensure that this event provides both members and non-members with a unique opportunity to further the aims of the Association and ultimately to protect children. 

Organising the Congress from afar has been made easier by the way in which Swansea University has assisted in ensuring the venue meets the needs of our delegates and we are grateful to them and especially to Nanele Lewis, our Conference Manager there.  

We also need to extend our particular thanks to local BASPCAN members in South Wales whose knowledge and on-the-scene help has proved invaluable. 

We are grateful for the assistance from the Welsh Assembly Government who have encouraged and supported local LSCB members throughout Wales to attend Congress.  

Lastly, I make no apologies for thanking our delegates and their agencies for ensuring they are able to have the time and funding available to attend.  Without them there would not be Congress.

Daphne Rose

Congress Convenor
