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MINUTES OF THE TWENTY NINTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 

OF THE BRITISH ASSOCIATION FOR THE STUDY 

AND PREVENTION OF CHILD ABUSE AND NEGLECT

HELD AT THE MET HOTEL, LEEDS
AT 1pm  ON FRIDAY 3 DECEMBER 2010
Present

David Spicer

Vice Chair

Jonathan Picken  
Past Chair

Nicky Stanley

Co-Editor, Child Abuse Review

Geoff Debelle

NEC
Nigel King

NEC 
Monica King
NEC 
John Devaney
NEC

David Hayes
NEC

Judy Sanderson
National Office Manager

Plus members of the Association.

David Spicer welcomed all those present to this 29th AGM.  Introductions were made and  he explained that he was Chairing the meeting on behalf of Catherine Powell, who is currently out of the country and unable to attend.  He explained that all BASPCAN members had been invited to attend the AGM and voice their opinion on any aspects of the work of the Association. He reminded all members that they were very welcome to make any appropriate comments and contributions during the AGM.    
1
AGENDA ITEM 1 - Apologies
Severe weather conditions meant that some officers and members were unable to attend the AGM as they had planned to do.  Apologies were received from Catherine Powell, Judy Bizley, Daphne Rose, Jane Appleton, George Livingstone, Alison Gridley, Vic Tuck, Sally Stokes, Nezam Shah, Sarah Webb.
2
AGENDA ITEM 2- MINUTES OF THE TWENTY EIGHTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING
The Past Minutes were tabled to those present. Accuracy was agreed and 
the Minutes were then approved as a correct record. 

3
AGENDA ITEM 3- MATTERS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE TWENTY EIGHTH ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING

There were no matters arising. 

4
AGENDA ITEM 4 - OFFICERS’  REPORTS

David Spicer gave a verbal report and advised that an email copy of Catherine Powell’s Chair’s Report to the AGM would  be made available to all members by email and also by way of the BASPCAN website.  David Spicer highlighted the main issues covered by the Report: the conference programme that National BASPCAN and BASPCAN Branches have being involved with over the last year; the visit by Catherine Powell and George Livingstone to a Scottish Branch meeting; David Spicer’s work on Serious Case Reviews in South Wales and his role as Independent Author and the resulting seminar on media issues around this subject; Catherine Powell’s attendance at the Michael Sieff Foundation Annual Conference; planning of the 8th National Congress to be held in April 2012 and the continuation of the successful Research Awards Programme. He also advised that BASPCAN had commissioned some research by Paul Tudor and colleagues in University of East Anglia and University of Nottingham in the area of Serious Case Reviews.  This is to be progressed in 2011 through a published Report and a series of workshop events to disseminate the findings of the Report. In each of these areas he expanded on issues within the written Chairs Report.  
He invited John Devaney to speak regarding Congress 2012.
John Devaney explained that the Association considered its two flagships were ‘Child Abuse Review’ and the BASPCAN triennial Congress, the next of which would be held 15-18 April 2012 in Belfast.  He was to be Convenor of that event and would look forward to welcoming everyone to Belfast in 2012. 

David Spicer expressed his sincere thanks on behalf of all at BASPCAN to the Officers – Catherine Powell as Chair; George Livingstone as both Honorary Secretary and  Honorary Treasurer; Jonathan Picken who had completed his term as Chair and latterly Past Chair; Daphne Rose who had completed her term as Congress Convenor for Congress 2009; Jean Price who had completed her term as Chair of the Scientific Committee for Congress 2009; John Devaney who had taken the office of Chair of the Conference Committee and to Nicky Stanley and Jane Appleton for their considerable work as Co-Editors of ‘Child Abuse Review’.  He explained that Nicky Stanley had announced that she will stand down as Senior Co-Editor of the journal in 2011 and the invitation to apply for this role had been sent out to all members through the website, through ‘Child Abuse Review’  and through  mailings.  
The closing date for applications was 11 January 2011 which still gave time for any interested parties to apply. He asked for particular thanks to be minuted to Nicky Stanley for all the commitment, time, energy and effort she had given in this area to ensure that she would be leaving a journal where the quality and relevance to BASPCAN was paramount. He thanked all the Association’s staff -Julia Walsh, Editorial Manager ‘Child Abuse Review’; Judy Sanderson, National Office Manager; Maureen Gordon, Administrative Officer; Jackie Jackets, Part –time Administrative Assistant and Emily Puddephatt who had worked for BASPCAN in 2009 and 2010 as Administrative Assistant and had now relocated to Edinburgh.  He also thanked Sally Stokes, who had been commissioned by BASPCAN in the role of Development Consultant through 2009 and 2010, for her valuable contribution which acted as a sound base for future development.
David Spicer advised that George Livingstone, Honorary Treasurer, had been unable to attend this AGM for matters outside his control.  A brief Treasurers Report and the relevant page from the 2009 audited accounts showing income and expenditure for the period would be sent to all members by email.  He advised that any members with questions for the Honorary Treasurer were invited to email these to him via the BASPCAN National Office.  He reiterated the report from the Honorary Treasurer which showed that the Association’s finances were in a good state with healthy reserves held to back up future work.
Jonathan Picken thanked David Spicer for all the work he had done as Vice Chair of BASPCAN, a role that he was delighted David Spicer had agreed to continue in.  He then welcomed Nicky Stanley to present the Report from the Editors’ and Publisher’s of ‘Child Abuse Review’

5
AGENDA ITEMS 5 and 6 – CHILD ABUSE REVIEW EDITORS REPORT incorporating PUBLISHER’S REPORT

Nicky Stanley introduced herself to members present and advised she co-edits ‘Child Abuse Review’ alongside Jane Appleton. She advised that Julia Walsh, Editorial Manager, co-ordinates the Editorial Team and all matters regarding the journal prior to publication.  Thanks to Julia Walsh were formally recorded for all her work in these areas. Background was also advised as to Julia’s workplace within Southwark PCT who made office space available and dealt with human resources matters through Donna Kinnair, who had agreed to act as Julia Walsh’s line manager. Thanks were extended to Southwark PCT for their assistance with this.

Nicky Stanley reiterated David Spicer’s advice regarding anyone wishing to apply for the forthcoming vacancy of Co-Editor.  Information of this post can be obtained by contacting the BASPCAN National Office.
Nicky Stanley gave a brief overview of her written Report.  She thanked all members past and present of the Editorial Board and  advised that we were very pleased to advise that  ‘Child Abuse Review’ has recently been accepted by Thomson Reuters for coverage in the Social Sciences Citation Index, with the first Impact Factor expected in Summer 2011.  
This is a direct result of the work and tenacity of the Editorial Board members and the Publishing team at Wiley-Blackwell.  Nicky said that the Editors were always looking for new people for the Editorial Board team, encouraged all to submit papers for consideration and also suggestions for policy and development.  The number of submissions has increased over the last couple of years and a decision had been taken  to move the Special Issue to the fourth of each volume year rather than the final one, in order to be able to devote more pages to that Issue.  The 2010 Special Issue was on Punishment and Child Harm; 2011s would cover Public Health and have a guest editor.  The 2012 subject had already been set as Fathers.  There will also be a themed Issue in 2011 on Refugee Children. 
Nicky Stanley advised that Alison Gridley, Journal Publishing Manager with Wiley-Blackwell, had hoped to attend today’s meeting however this had not proved possible.  She had, however, sent details of all circulation matters which were included within the written Report.  Production and distribution of the journal has now moved to Manila and this had proved a smooth changeover.  An electronic system was now in place for reviewers which means that the workload of the journal can be more selective.  The entry into the citation index calls for more rejections (assuming more submissions).  The journal also has short reports and case studies. Nicky briefly spoke about figures within appendices of the Report.  Sales, Circulation and Readership figures were good – in 2009 the renewal rate for institutional subscriptions had been 98%.  There had been a 27% increase in readership. Over 2,100 libraries globally have access to CAR.  It is also available at low cost to developing countries.  
In conclusion, Nicky Stanley advised she felt she was leaving the journal in a healthy state: it gets recognition from senior voluntary organisations, governments and policy makers.  She invited all members to request promotional material for Child Abuse Review for distribution at any events or training they were involved with.

David Spicer thanked Nicky for delivering this Report and endorsed her statement that the journal was in a position of strength to enter 2011, much of which was down to her work and commitment.  He advised the meeting that Nicky Stanley would be Chair of the Scientific Committee for Congress 2012.
6
AGENDA ITEM 7– APPOINTMENT OF MEMBERS TO THE NEC

There were Officer vacancies and nominations had been received for these. The AGM were reported on the election of members to fill these vacancies, all of whom fulfilled the necessary Constitutional criteria, which were: 

· David Spicer elected to remain as Vice Chair; 

· Jean Price elected as Honorary Secretary; 

· George Livingstone elected to remain as Honorary Treasurer;  

There had been 4 National Executive Committee vacancies and nominations had been received for these.  Jonathan Picken, Gill Probert, Judy Bizley and John Devaney were reported as elected to fill the vacancies on this Committee.
7
AGENDA ITEM  8– PROPOSED CHANGES TO THE CONSTITUTION
David Spicer advised that the Association wished to make some small changes to the wording of the Constitution to allow more flexibility with the length of terms of office, to allow for different categories of membership to include student membership, and to address some ambiguity in the attendance of meetings by branch personnel.  The AGM agreed that the changes could be progressed by the Association’s National Executive Committee and that a report of the final clauses would be reported to the next AGM.
8
AGENDA ITEM 9 - APPOINTMENT OF AUDITORS

It was agreed by the AGM that JWP Creers of York would be re-appointed as the Associations auditors. 
9
AGENDA ITEM 10- ANY OTHER COMPETENT BUSINESS
There was no further competent business.

In closing the AGM, David Spicer paid tribute to the work of the late Jane Wynne, Consultant Paediatrician in Leeds, whose Memorial Conference was being held that day, and also to the work of Tony Morrison, Independent Consultant of Rochdale, who had passed away in a tragic accident in February 2010, both of whom had made an enormous contribution within child protection and to the work of the Association.

There being no questions, and the business of the meeting being concluded, the AGM was duly closed at 2pm.
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