KEY NOTE SPEAKERS

Michael MurphY is currently a senior lecturer in the school of Social Work, Psychology and Public Health at the University of Salford. Half of his time is spent as part of the Children and Young People Research Group. Michael also works on the post-qualifying award in childcare in the north west of England.
Michael is Chair of the Bolton Substance Misuse research group, which was the coordinating group for the Highs and Lows of Family Life, a Lottery funded research project. The group is currently seeking funding for a longitudinal research project on children brought up in substance misusing families. Publications from this group include The Highs and Lows of Family Life (2001, Salford University) and The Child’s View (2004, Bolton ACPC/DAT). Michael co-edited Substance Misuse and Childcare (2000, Russell House). He is also co-editing Secret Lives: Working with children and young people from substance misusing families. Michael and the research team are involved in research projects that examine the impact of substance use on children and young people in care and in the community, as well as evaluating services that attempt to engage with both children and young people and their parents, where substance misuse is a problem.  


Dr Karen Rodham is a Chartered Health Psychologist. She currently combines her academic role at the University of Bath with a practice role at the Royal National Hospital for Rheumatic Diseases in Bath. 
She has a number of publications in the field of self-harm including a book jointly authored with Professor Keith Hawton (Centre for Suicide Research, University of Oxford) on adolescent self-harm. In 2006 she was invited to attend a meeting at Cornell University. The meeting evolved into the establishment of the International Society for the Study of Self-injury (ISSS) which now hosts an annual conference and is a great opportunity to share research findings amongst the academic and practice self-harm community (http://www.isssweb.org/).

Karen’s research is driven both by her curiosity about how people cope when they are facing difficult health-related situations as well as her desire to ensure that her research has impact, not just for theoretical development, but also for practice. She takes a phenomenological perspective and the questions she is interested in answering are those that require understanding the lived experience of the people she studies.  
The presentation will begin by exploring some of the problems and pitfalls of using the Internet to do research whilst offering an overview of the ways in which the Internet has been used by those who engage in self-harm. Karen will give a detailed look at some recent studies which have focused on the Internet and self-harm followed by conclusions, implications and future questions identified.

DR JONATHAN SCOURFIELD is a Reader in Social Work at Cardiff University and he has worked in the University since 1996, having previously been a secondary school teacher and a probation officer. 
His publications include Gender and Child Protection (Palgrave Macmillan, 2003) and Working with Men in Health and Social Care (Sage, 2007). He is currently finishing off a book with colleagues entitled Suicide: A Sociological Autopsy and this should be published by Palgrave during 2011. He is currently involved in research on the Bridgend suicide cluster, led by Dr Mick Dennis from Swansea University.
Jonathans talk will focus in particular on two areas: (1) young people's beliefs about suicide and self-harm and (2) the social context of suicide across the life course. Reference will be made to insights from three qualitative research projects and there will be particular attention paid to gender and sexual identity. 

Dr Helen Spandler is a Senior Research Fellow in the School of Social Work at the University of Central Lancashire. She is the author of Who's Hurting Who?: Young People, Self harm and Suicide (42nd Street, 1996); Beyond Fear and Control: Working with young people who self harm (edited with Sam Warner, PCCS books 2007) and Asylum to Action (Jessica Kingsley Pubs, 2006).  Before completing her PhD at Manchester Metropolitan University in 2002 she worked primarily in the voluntary sector for organisations such as 42nd Street and Having a Voice.  She has undertaken a number of national research projects in the field of mental health including young people and self-harm; therapeutic communities, direct payments; and participatory arts and mental health.  She is currently leading an evaluation of the It's a Goal programme in the North West - an initiative using football as metaphor to engage young men.  She is a member of Soteria Network UK and is on the editorial collective of Asylum: the magazine for Democratic Psychiatry.   







